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QUESTIONNAIRE
OF A REPRESENTATIVE OF BELARUSIAN SCIENTIFIC DIASPORA 
Dear colleague,
We are kindly asking you to take part in the internet questioning of Belarusian researchers who have been working abroad for a long time.

The task of this questionnaire is to know your opinion about the real opportunity for cooperation between Belarusian research community and scientists-compatriots working beyond Belarus, as well as to define the most prospective forms and ways of communication. The goal of the project within which the questioning is being implemented is to develop recommendations on intensifying Belarus international cooperation in science, technology and innovation using the links with compatriots working in this area outside the republic.
To fill in the questionnaire, please, carefully read a question and different options of an answer. Choose an option(s) which reflects your personal opinion and mark it with “+”. If none of the answers reflects your view, write the answer in the free line. For questions with multiply choice, several alternative answers are possible. Please, email the filled in questionnaire to  diasporabel@belisa.org.by.
1. Your age  _____  
2. Sex
1. Male
2. Female 

3. For how long are you living abroad?
1. < 5 years
2. 5-9 years
3. 10-14 years
4. 15-19 years
5. 20 years and more
4. Are you still a citizen of Belarus? 
1. Yes
2. No
5. Where have you got a diploma on higher education? 
1. Great Britain
2. Germany
3. Israel
4. Poland
5. Russia
6. United States
7. France
8. Ukraine
9. Other country (specify) ______________________________

6. Where are you working currently most of the working time?
1. Great Britain
2. Germany
3. Israel
4. Poland
5. Russia
6. United States
7. France
8. Ukraine
9. Other organization (specify) ______________________________

7. What scientific degree do you have at the moment? 
1. I have no scientific degree
2. Master’s degree 

3. Candidate of Sciences
4. Doctor of Sciences
5. PhD
6. PhD Habilitation
7. Other (specify) ___________________________________
8. Where are you being employed currently?

1. University or other educational establishment
2. State research institution

3. Research center belonging to a big company 

4. Small or medium enterprise engaged in research and development 
5. NGO
6. Other (specify)__________________________________________

9. What is your position in this organization? 
1. Ass. professor/professor, lecturer 
2. Researcher 
3. Director, head of a structural unit 
4. Other (specify) _____________________________________________

10. What area are you working in? (specify) 
 ______________________________________________________

11. Your research interests? (specify) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. In which organization in Belarus you worked just before you left? (specify)____________________________________________________________________

13. Do you cooperate with organization(s) which you worked for in Belarus? 
1. Yes
2. No
14. If you have links with Belarusian research community, which of the forms of cooperation and interconnection listed below do you use? (Mark all the forms of collaboration) 
1. Participation in international conferences in Belarus

2. Information exchange between your current research team and Belarusian team you worked in before 

3. Publication of articles in Belarus
4. Participation in joint research projects and, in particular, in multilateral projects with Belarusian researchers and research organizations 
5. Joint publications 

6. Lectures and training activities in Belarus 
7. Participation in organizing and carrying out of seminars and conferences in Belarus 
8. Participation in organizing of joint S&T events 
9. Participation in organizing of joint enterprises 

10. Participation in evaluation of scientific and innovation projects developed by Belarusian researchers 

11. Participation in bi-lateral international calls for proposals launched by research foundations of Belarus and your country (e.g. research foundations of Russia, Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus) 
12. Membership in the community of university graduates 

13. Inviting Belarusian colleagues to take part in scientific conferences in the country of your current residence 
14. Supporting Belarusian colleagues in establishing partnerships with foreign researchers 

15. Supporting Belarusian researchers in getting funding abroad 
16. Inviting Belarusian researchers for giving lectures, experience and best practices exchange, etc. 
17. Inviting young Belarusian researchers for carrying out fellowships 
18. Supporting Belarusian researchers in publication of their articles abroad 

19. Granting the purchase orders for development of S&T products in Belarus  
20.  Other forms of collaboration (specify) ______________________________

15. How often do you communicate via Internet or telephone with your colleagues working in Belarus? 
1. Never, or almost never 
2. Several times per year 
3. Several times per month 
4. Several times per week 
5. Daily 

6. Other (specify) _____________________________
16. Are publications of your colleagues working in Belarus available for you?
1. Yes
2. No
17. How often do you meet your colleagues from Belarus in person? 
1. Never, or almost never 
2. From time to time at conferences 
3. Several times per year 
4. Several times per month 
5. Other (specify)  _____________________________
18. Do you know information resource in which representatives of Belarusian research community, both from Belarus and abroad communicate? How much are you interested in what’s going on there? 
1. I’ve never heard about such resources
2. I never use these web-sites though I know they exist 
3. I visit these web-sites sometimes but just for reading  
4. I regularly visit these web-sites but just for reading 

5. I’m registered, however I rarely use forums 
6. I’m registered and actively use forums 
19. Do you have an experience of implementation of projects jointly with Belarusian research centers and/or universities? 
1. Yes
2. No 

20. If yes, what was your role in the joint project? 
1. Customer 
2. Leader (coordinator) of the whole project 
3. Leader of one of the parties 
4. Regular participant (partner)
5. Other (specify)  ________________________________________
21. How would you estimate in general your experience of collaboration with Belarusian research organizations (universities) in terms of personal impressions? 
1. Very positively, would be glad to continue 
2. In general, positively. It was useful and interesting 
3. In general, negatively
4. No answer
22. How easy or, vice versa, how challenging is to work in a joint project with Belarusian research organizations (universities) and research teams? 
1. Very easy, we have no problems actually 
2. Not so easy, you have to overcome problems 
3. Too many problems 
4. No answer
23. What problems or difficulties have you realized while cooperating with Belarusian research organizations (universities)? (Several answers are possible) 
1. Low scientific level of Belarusian partners’ qualification 
2. Different approaches and methods of working out the scientific problems in Belarus and other countries 
3. Lack of concreteness in setting up tasks or, on the contrary, too global coverage of challenges 
4. Old material base and equipment in Belarusian research organizations (universities) 
5. Lack of reagents, consumables, etc. 
6. Slow activities, lots of non-necessary approvals and scientific bureaucracy  
7.  Language barriers 
8. Lack of international communication culture 
9. Optionality, disrespect of deadlines and time frame 

10. Lack of funds at Belarusian partner for travelling abroad for a project development or implementation 
11. High dependency of a project implementation from administration of an organization which Belarusian partner works in 

12. Difficulties in getting Belarusian visa  
13. Other (specify)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
24. From your point of view, are leading foreign research centers and universities interested in cooperating with Belarusian research organizations (universities) and research teams? 
1. Yes, they are interested much 
2. There is an interest, however it’s not high 
3. The interest is small, if any 
4. Actually, there is no interest 
5. No answer
25. Is there any chance that you will come back to Belarus within the coming 5-7 years? 
1. It’s quite possible and actually has been decided already 

2. It’s possible, however hasn’t been decided 
3. It’s hardly possible 
4. I would never come back
5. No answer 
26. What could encourage you to come back to Belarus? (Several answers are possible) 
1. High level environment for scientific activities 
2. Possibility to combine activities in Belarus and abroad 
3. Availability of up-to-date international research and innovation centers in Belarus 
4. Availability of research universities 
5. Reform of Belarus science, democratization of research activities 

6. Modern research and communication infrastructure 
7. Acceptance of foreign PhD diplomas in Belarus 
8. Prospects for career development 
9. Remuneration similar to the one you currently have 
10. A guarantee of using the new knowledge in Belarus 
11. Re-integration grants for incoming researchers 
12. Opportunities for carrying out research on up-to-date equipment 
13. Funding of a project/idea which you are interested in   
14. Opportunities for introducing your research results in economy/social sphere 
15. Providing you with accommodation on privileged conditions 
16. Social guarantees (pensions, stipends, etc) 

17. Readiness of your family to return and appropriate conditions for it 
18. Democratization of political life
19. Anyway, I would never come back 
20. Other (specify)___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

27. Do you communicate with researchers – ex-patriots in the country of your residence? 
1. Yes 
2.  No
28. Are you interested in what’s going on in Belarus? 
1. Yes, I’m interested much
2. I’m interested in some extent 
3. I have little interest 
29. How often do you watch Belarusian TV? 
1. Never, or almost never 

2. Several times per year
3. Several times per month     

4. Several times per week    

5. Daily 
6. Other (specify) ___________________________________
30. How often do you listen to Belarusian radio, including Internet broadcasting? 

 1. Never, or almost never 

2. Several times per year
3. Several times per month     

4. Several times per week    

5. Daily 
6. Other (specify) ___________________________________
31. How often do you read Belarusian newspapers and magazines, including their Internet-versions? 
1. Never, or almost never 

2. Several times per year
3. Several times per month     

4. Several times per week    

5. Daily 
6. Other (specify) ___________________________________
32. Are you a member of any community (association) of Belarusian or Russian speaking diaspora? 
1. Yes
2. No
33. If yes, which one? ___________________________________

34. What interests make the basis of this community? 
1. Professional 
2. National 
3. Other (specify)  ___________________________________
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 






